
1 

Cal State East Bay 
Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) 

Professional Education Unit 

 Research-Based Vision of Teaching and Learning 

Description of the Research Base for Our Mission/Vision/Values 

Our commitment to collaboration, social justice, and democracy has a research base with four 
categories of evidence:    

(1) Research on the Efficacy of a Social Justice Orientation 

An essential element of operationalizing social justice is Culturally Relevant Education (CRE), a synthesis 
of culturally responsive teaching and culturally relevant pedagogy (Gay, 2013; Ladson-Billings, 2014). 
Scholars have identified three concepts associated with CRE (Aronson & Laughter, 2016; Gay, 2010; 
Prier, 2012). Educators must improve students’ long-term academic achievement, instead of preparing 
them for high-stakes standardized examinations (Aronson & Laughter, 2016).  Educators must help 
students become culturally competent (Ladson-Billings, 2006).  Schools must develop students’ 
sociopolitical consciousness (Murray & Millner, 2015).  

A recent research review showed the engagement of CRE across content areas increases K-12 students’ 
(1) academic skills, (2) motivation to learn,  and (3) engagement to understand and solve social and 
political problems (Aronson & Laughter, 2016; Castagno & Brayboy, 2010; Murray & Millner, 2015).   
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